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When I interviewed to be your pastor at Trinity, I was asked, if there is any 

passage in the Bible that I would not preach on. My answer was no because 

I am called to preach the whole counsel of God. Today I need to fulfill that 

promise.  

 

If Judges 19 were not in the Bible, I would not want my kids to read it. It is 

certainly the most disturbing and repulsive passage in all of scripture—and 

it should disturb us—relating matters of sexual perversion, rape, adultery, 

abuse (violence), and murder. So what is it doing in the Bible?  

 

Romans 15:4 says that “whatever was written in earlier times was written 

for our instruction so that through perseverance and the encouragement of 

the Scriptures we might have hope.”  

 

Judges 19 is meant to disturb us in order to instruct us about the horror and 

callousness of a seared conscience, so that ultimately we will persevere in 

following the Scriptures and have hope. In other words, Judges 19 

“encourages” us toward hope by showing us what the alternative road leads 

to when we don’t persevere in living God’s way. We should walk away from 

this passage with a sense of trembling at what unrestrained human 

depravity leads to when mankind rejects God’s Word.  
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The main lesson of Judges 19 is this: We must refrain from merely doing 

what’s right in our own eyes because the greatest danger in all the world 

is unrestrained human depravity. To say it more constructively, we must 

passionately pursue what is right in God’s eyes because the greatest danger 

in all the world is human depravity.  

 

Chapter 19 begins with this infamous phrase: “In those days there was no 

king in Israel…” this is an exact repetition of the first verse of chapter 18, 

and it is an abbreviated version of 17:6 which is also repeated word for 

word as the exclamation point in the very last verse of the book (21:25): “In 

those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was right in his 

own eyes.” 

 

We understand what it means for every man to do what’s right in his own 

eyes. Its every man for himself following the dictates of his own desires. But 

why the repeated emphasis on the fact that there was no king in those 

days? Up to this point Israel hasn’t even had an earthly king yet. But keep in 

mind that God was to be Israel’s king (I Samuel  8:5 – “they have rejected 

Me from being king over them.”). And what’s the basic function of a king? 

Well in a monarchy the king is the governing authority and Romans 13 tells 

us that the purpose of governing authority is to be a minster of good by 

enforcing law and punishing evil. The point here in Judges is that without 

honoring God as their ruler, there was no one to restrain the evil intent of 

men’s hearts. So everyone did according to their own impulses. Israel is 

living as though there is no divine law, as if ethics and morality are no more 

than a matter of one’s personal preferences. Keep in mind that this mindset 

is the root to all that happens in Judges 19.  

The story begins with a Levite who is living out in the remote region of 

Ephraim who has a concubine from Bethlehem. If we were Jewish readers, 

two things should have already caught our attention. First, this Levite has 

strayed from one of the Levite cities where he is to be fulfilling his ministry 

and second, he has a concubine. A concubine is basically a second-class 

wife—typically because the man already had a wife. She was considered a 

servant who was used to fulfill the man’s personal desires or provide him 

with children. Here is a man who is supposed to be set apart for the Lord 

but is living life for himself and has bought into the sexual ethics of the 

surrounding nations.  

All is not well between the Levite and his concubine because we learn in vs. 

2 that she has left him. O.T. scholars are torn over how to understand verse 



2. The NAS, says his concubine played the harlot and went away to her 

father’s house for 4 months. If she engaged in prostitution, it would be 

strange to think about her going back to her father’s house unless she is 

seeking refuge there. In fact, the Hebrew in vs. 2 could be translated to 

mean that she was angry with her husband. Other translations simply 

suggest that she was unfaithful. Whichever way we take verse 2, it was 

considered scandalous for any woman to leave her husband in ancient 

times. Already we see that the Levite is living according to his own 

standards and his concubine according to hers. Each person doing what was 

right in their own eyes.  

Whatever transpired must have cooled down because after four months, 

the Levite decides its time to go to Bethlehem with the intent to speak 

kindly to his concubine so he can bring her home again. So he loads up a 

couple donkeys and takes a servant with him. All seems to be well because 

when he arrives, she invites him into her father’s home and we’re told that 

her father was glad to see him.  

Now let me summarize the first part of the story for you. The girl’s father 

was a stupendous host and kept urging the Levite to stay one more day until 

he had stayed for 5 days! Finally the Levite was so desperate to leave for 

home that he left on the fifth day even though it was late in the day.  

When they had traveled as far as Jebus the Levite’s servant suggested that 

they stop there for the night because it was getting late (vs.11). But the 

Levite refused to stop at Jebus because it was a not an Israelite city. In those 

days, Jebus (or Jerusalem) was still a pagan city. Certainly they could not 

expect to find hospitality in a pagan city, and besides it probably wouldn’t 

be safe because you never know what might happen in a wicked pagan 

city (vs 12).  

So they press on to the Israelite city of Gibeah. Certainly here they would 

find hospitality among their own countrymen from the tribe of Benjamin. 

But to their amazement no one will take them in. Finally, they resign 

themselves to spending the night in the open square. Then in vs. 16, along 

comes an old man who takes notice of the visitors. Apparently, he was there 

working temporarily because we are told that he too was from Ephraim, not 

a native of Gibeah.  

In vs. 18 and 19 the Levite expresses his frustration to the old man. He has 

his own food, he has everything he needs to care for his animals, all needs is 

a place to stay—it won’t cost his host anything, yet no one will give 

consideration to his need. Keep in mind that hospitality was one of the 

primary core values in a Jewish community as we saw in the concubine’s 

father. It was customary for a Jew to feel responsible to not only take 

travelers into their home, but to feed them to care for whatever needs they 

had. But in Gibeah, every man is only looking out for himself. And this self-

centered mentality had utterly destroyed the social fabric of Gibeah. Every 

man was living for himself.  

Yet there is something much darker than a lack of hosptitality going on in 

Gibeah. And the old man knows it. So in vs. 20 he pleads with them not to 

stay in the open square but rather invites them into his home.  

Vs 22: “While they were celebrating, behold, the men of the city, certain 

worthless fellows, surrounded the house, pounding on the door…” Let me 

just pause here for a moment and comment on this phrase, “worthless 

fellows.” It is a serious indictment to call someone worthless. Here’s why. 

There is nothing of greater worth that God Himself, in fact, He is a God of 

infinite worth. We as human beings have worth because we are created in 

the image of God. So to say that a person is worthless, is a description of 

depravity. Its to put him on the furthest opposite end of the spectrum away 

from God. And who do we typically recognize as being the extreme opposite 

of God? Satan, the wicked one himself—the one without honor. The 

Hebrew word here to describe these men as worthless (without honor) is 

literally sons of Belial. In the OT it is used to describe wicked men who 

commit the most vile of sins. In the NT we find the term used in 2 

Corinthians 6 as a reference to Satan where Paul is urging us not to be 

yoked or to marry an unbeliever because what harmony can Christ have 

with Belial?  



So these worthless, wicked, sons of the devil come pounding on the door 

demanding that the old man send out the Levite so that they can rape him. 

Then things turn really ugly in [vss. 23-26] I don’t know what was going 

through this man’s mind. Did he somehow think that it was be a lesser evil 

for this helpless woman to be abused rather than this Levite? Did he 

somehow think that it would be a lesser evil for these men to rape a woman 

rather than homosexual rape? Or was he merely looking out for himself, for 

fear of his life? All I know for sure is what he didn’t do. He didn’t take the 

risk to protect this defenseless woman. By the time the night is over, this 

Levite’s concubine had been repeatedly raped and abused to the point of 

death and then discarded. Verse 26 presents a picture of utter despair as 

she desperately attempts to get back to the safety of the house but 

presumably dies with her hands on the threshold of the door.  

In a society where there is no restraint to human depravity and everyone is 

free to follow the impulses of his own desires, no one is safe, especially 

women. Yet what’s even more disturbing to me than the horrific violence in 

Gibeah, is the response of the Levite the next morning: [vs. 27-28]. 

Apparently while all of this evil was being done to his concubine, he went to 

bed. Then, when he got up in the morning, rather than going to look for his 

concubine, he simply gets up to get ready to go on his way. When he opens 

the door and finds her lying there, he seems more irritated than 

compassionate as he says, “get up, let’s go!”  Verse 27 is utterly emotionless 

in light of the worst violence that could be done to a woman. This is a man 

with a calloused heart! 

So what purpose does this passage serve in the book of Judges? It 

demonstrates the utter Canaanization
1
 (or secularization/paganism) of 

Israel in the Promised Land. In other words they have become Canaanites in 

their way of life. As we read Judges 19, it should have reminded you of 

another story in Genesis 19—the story of Lot in Sodom and Gomorrah. 

There is a very strong parallel between these two accounts. Its meant to 

alarm us that a new Sodom exists among God’s people in the promised 

                                                           
1
 The wickedness in Gibeah went down in history as an episode of great shame in 

Israel’s history (see Hosea 9:9; 10:9). 

land—only worse. In Genesis 19, Lot only suggests throwing his daughters 

to the perverted mob; in Judges, the Levite actually throws his concubine to 

the wolves.  

Did you happen to notice that no one in this story has a name? They are all 

anonymous: a Levite, his concubine, an old man, the wicked men of the city. 

Why is that? OT scholars are agreed that while this is an actual event that 

took place, the absence of names serves as a way making a generalization of 

what life was like in those days. In other words, the nameless Levite 

represents Levites of his day. The nameless concubine represents the 

vulnerability of many women in her day. The men of the city are a sampling 

of many Israelite men in those days. Judges 19 shows the plight of a society 

that has rejected God to redefine morality by what’s right in their own eyes 

without the fear of God.  

Judges 19 is a grave warning to us. To live without restraint is to expose 

ourselves to the greatest danger in the world—ourselves! What would it 

take to awaken this people to the reality of evil that exists among them 

when their consciences are seared and their hearts are calloused? How 

would they be shocked back to reality, to take action against the evil in their 

land?  

In the last two verses, the Levite does something utterly shocking, not to 

redeem the honor of his dead concubine (even in death he has no respect 

for this woman), but to seek revenge on the men of Gibeah: [vss. 29]. 

What’s he doing!? By cutting up the corpse and sending a limb to each of 

the 12 tribes of Israel, he is doing something so shocking that he is 

guaranteed to get a response. [vs. 30] 

The men of Israel do take counsel and speak up. As we will see next week in 

chapter 20, they gather as one man and go to war with the tribe of 

Benjamin. The result will be civil war in which over 85,000 men would lose 

their lives.  

After all the horrible details of Judges 19, don’t forget what it is all 

illustrating: The devastating horror of a society in which every man does 



what is right in his own eyes and where no one does what is right in God’s 

eyes.  

So what does all of this have to do with us today? Is there any relevance for 

us in modern times? I don’t think I need to remind you of “how far we have 

come” according to one politician this week. Just how far have we come 

since the days of Judges? Is chopping up the corps of a concubine for 

personal revenge much worse than chopping up the body parts of unborn 

children for financial gain? Are the men of Gibeah really all that barbaric in 

comparison to a society that is throwing away sexual ethics, demanding that 

we tolerate and normalize whatever is right according to any person’s 

“preferences”? We are horrified at the treatment of women in Judges 19, 

yet today women (as well as men) are objectified by the masses through 

internet pornography.  

Take heed, church. When everyone does what’s right in his own eyes, there 

is no restraint to guard the sanctity of life, marriage, sex, or gender. We 

need to grieve at how we have come so far that we have come full circle. 

We need to fight with every godly means we have available. Yet, there is still 

a danger in us saying “Amen” and going home. Its easy for us to complain 

about the regression of our broader culture (and maybe even resign that 

there’s not much we can do to change it), yet not see its inroads into our 

own hearts.  

We need to ask ourselves, has my heart been Canaanized 

(secularized/paganized) in some way? Am I fighting the battle for purity 

both externally and internally in my own life and heart? Am I praying for 

God to purify my heart and to help me truly love people with godly intent? 

Men, are we standing up for the proper honor of women in our society, by 

first of all honoring our own wives? Ladies, the first step to helping our 

society recover biblical manhood is by respecting your husband and praying 

for his growth in godliness. Are we safeguarding the sanctity of marriage in 

our own homes? My point is this: there is something significant that we can 

do and it begins with us being the church of salt and light that we have been 

called to be.  

The best news is that to whatever extent we have fallen into sin and the 

spirit of our age, God has made a way for us to be cleansed and made whole 

through the blood of Christ (see 1 Cor 6). And for those who have been the 

victims of the grievous and inhumane sin of others, there is healing available 

through the forgiving power of God’s Love.  

I would like to conclude by giving you an opportunity to pray that God 

would not only turn the tide in our nation, but that He would also do a new 

work of renewal in our own lives and in our families.  

 

 

 


